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290 or not to 2go, that is the question...
David Price auditions Chord's new add-on
streamer for its popular Hugo 2 DAC

hen Chord Electronics’

Poly streamer (HFC 431)

arrived a couple of years

ago, it hooked up to the
company’s entry-level Mojo portable
DAC/headphone amp (HFC 461) to
create arguably the best mobile music
maker that money could buy. It really
was that good, and all the more
impressive because it was just about
portable. You could squeeze it into a
large pocket or small manbag, and
get music on the move that sounded
like nothing else around.

Since then, it’s been inevitable that
Mojo’s bigger brother — the Hugo 2
(HFC 428) —would get the same
treatment. So here it is, the matching
2go streamer. A custom fit for the
popular £1,800 DAG, it is also said to
work with other digital converters if
you add Chord’s 2yu interface (£450),
which provides coaxial, optical and
USB digital connectivity. Here though,

we're reviewing it with its natural
Hugo 2 partner, and the pair doesn’t
half make a lovely couple.

The 2go plugs into the Hugo 2 by
means of two protruding mini USB
plugs on the former and a pair of
connector pins that can be screwed
into the latter. The two are then bolted
together using an Allen key and
locking hex screws. This done, it offers
full wireless streaming and twin
microSD card slots capable of taking
memory cards up to 2TB each in size.
It also sports a wired (Gigabit)
Ethernet socket for connection to the

internet, in addition to its 2.4GHz wi-fi

and A2DP Bluetooth functionality. It
can play digital audio files at up to
32-bit/768kHz PCM and DSD256
resolution, claims Chord.

2go offers Tidal, Qobuz and internet
radio playback, with Spotify to follow
soon via a firmware update. It’s also
Roon Ready and offers gapless audio
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O DETAILS

PRODUCT

Chord Electronics
2go

ORIGIN

UK

TYPE
Wireless network
streamer

WEIGHT
1559

DIMENSIONS
(WxHxD)
100x21x50mm

FEATURES

© 32-bit/768kHz and
DSD256-capable
streaming DAC

® Roonready; Tidal,
Qobuz streaming

® Quoted battery
life: 12 hours

® Wi-fi; Bluetooth;
AirPlay; Ethernet
DISTRIBUTOR
Chord Electronics
TELEPHONE
01622721444

WEBSITE
chordelectronics.
co.uk

and DoP/Bit Perfect support, as well as
being fully DLNA-compliant (server/
renderer) and AirPlay-ready. It plays
the usual collection of desirable music
files — AAC, WAV, FLAC, AIFE Ogg
Vorbis, Apple Lossless, WMA and MP3.

The 2go gives a choice of powered or
portable operation, the latter via its
internal rechargeable battery, which
offers roughly 12 hours of playback.
What’s not to like about such a
versatile, high-end music source?

The simple answer is that the Hugo
2/2go combo isn’t quite as easy to
configure and use as you’d hope.

Driving headphones
orasaline-level
source in DAC mode
2go sounds superb

Initial setup involves much fiddling
around, and there’s no native Chord
streaming app available. It’s not the
end of the world, but it means you'll
have to download a third-party app to
play music, like Bubble UPnP. You do
get Chord’s Go-Figure app, which acts
as a powerful window on its many
functions, but it’s still only really half
of what’s needed here. To access the
microSD card bays, you first have to
create MPD playlists via applications
like MPDeluxe (i0S), Glider (i0OS) or
M.A.L.P (Android). You can then reach
these playlists from Go-Figure.

Tidal or Qobuz listening means
another app — and you can’t listen
offline so you have to stream it. This
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can be done via apps like the
aforementioned Bubble UPnP or
Volumio, but Roon is the easiest way
by far. If you're a subscriber to Roon,
you can use Chord’s Go-Figure app
and utilise the Hugo 2/2go as an
endpoint — whereupon life gets much
easier. Another handy hack is that this
combo works with Audirvana. It has a
robust wi-fi implementation and can
be configured to create its own mobile
hotspot, which lets you stream when
there are no shared wi-fi connections.

Getting going requires a good deal
of thought, but when you've followed
the procedure the unit works very
well. There are a few caveats, though,
beginning with the lack of a display.
Although it’s possible to learn the
Hugo 2/2go’s light show, it would be
so much easier just to have a small
display showing whether there’s a
wi-fi signal lock and at what
resolution music is being played.

I have to admit that I'm also a little
nervous about the connection
between the two units and am
constantly aware of paying extra
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HOW IT

COMPARES
Chord's Mojo/Poly
bundle (£900) is the
closestdirect rival
to this (£2,800)
Hugo 2/2go combo.
Prospective Poly
purchasers wanting
‘the best’ portable
streaming sound
should look to the
pricier package.
The soundis far
superior, witha
more resolved
soundstage, better
detail and amore
musically enjoyable
presentation.
However, the
Mojo/Poly is more
practical if you want
atruly portable
sound system you
can take anywhere.
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special care not to accidentally snap
one from the other.

Meanwhile, its size and weight
makes it a good deal less portable than
the Mojo/Poly — which itself is less
wieldy than a typical modern portable
DAC/headphone amplifier like iFi’s
hip-dac (HFC 461). Of course, the
Mojo/Poly sounds way better and is
far more flexible, but in the portable
world size and weight matter.

Sound quality
All the concerns about ease of use and
portability fade away when you start
playing music. It’s also a step change
above its Mojo/Poly sibling in terms
of sonics, making it surely the best
portable streaming DAC money can
buy. Whether driving headphones or
working as a line-level source in DAC
mode, this dynamic duo sounds superb.
For an in-depth explanation of the
sound, I refer you to the original
review of the Hugo 2, but to
summarise it’s wonderfully clean,
crisp and detailed, with an excellent,
ever-so-slightly on the warm side of
neutral tone. It makes music sound

@ Statusindicator light

© MicroUSB port
(for charging)

© 2xmicroSD card
slots (up to 4TB)
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vibrant and alive. Talk TalK’s Life’s
What You Make It is powerful, large in
scale and bristling with detail that
will most likely shock even the
producer. It plays all this out within
an expansive soundstage that belies
the small size of the Hugo 2/2go.

I find very little sonic degradation
between getting music to the Hugo
via a wired connection from a
smartphone for example, or by
streaming via a network into the 2go
when played back in Bubble UPnP
The difference is negligible, although
the balance is tipped in favour of the
wired connection.

Conclusion

There’s no denying it, the 2go is fussy
to setup and use — and also more
fragile than I had hoped. Then there’s
the price. At nearly £3,000 for the
pair you're getting into really serious
sonic territory. But in terms of sound
the 2go is really beyond reproach —

it makes having a Hugo 2 an even
more special thing than it already is.
Overall then, an enthusiastic thumbs
up — but with some reservations @
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OUR VERDICT

SOUND QUALITY I-IKEéj Superl?ltg/gld
sound; overall bui

* * * * * quality and finish

DISLIKE: Fiddly to set

upand use

WE SAY: An inspired
product that's not

* * * * i quite perfect

OVERAL

1 8.0 0.8
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